
 
 

 
August   3,   2020  
 
Dear   CVSU   Families:  
 
Here   are   the   next   round   of   questions   and   comments   you   shared   on   the   survey.  
More   information   about   how   each   of   the   schools   is   operating   will   be   coming  
out   this   week.    We   also   continue   to   actively   work   on   the   CVSU   On-line   Academy   and   will   share   that  
information   as   it   becomes   available.    NO   FAMILY   will   be   asked   to   choose   between   in-person   and   on-line  
instruction   until   you   have   the   information   you   need   to   make   an   informed   decision.    That   said,   principals  
will   be   reaching   out   to   just   check   to   see   what   you   are   thinking   about.  
 
I   also   want   to   apologize   if   my   communication   has   been   full   of   grammatical   and   spelling   errors.    I   received  
that   feedback   from   a   parent   and   did   not   in   any   way,   intend   to   communicate   disrespect.    We   are   an  
educational   institution   and   should   be   modeling   high   expectations.  
 
I   also   want   to   let   you   know   that   the    Paine   Mountain   School   Board   will   be   meeting   this   Wednesday   from  
6PM   to   8PM.     You   can   join   the   meeting   remotely   by   copying   and   pasting   this   address   into   your   browser.  
meet.google.com/kdx-zssc-yob  
 
Sincerely,  
Susette   Bollard  
 
If   my   preschooler   takes   the   bus   to   daycare,   can   she   sit   with   other   children   from   the   same   daycare?     Yes,  
as   long   as   everyone   wears   a   mask.    If   students   cannot   tolerate   masks,   they   will   have   to   be   seated   separately.  
 
If   the   children   are   going   to   be   in   pods   and   staying   with   the   same   groups   daily,   how   will   that   work   with  
students   that   are   at   different   levels   of   learning?     Please   check   with   your   building   principal   with   this   question.  
 
Could   you   expand   upon   the   reasoning   for   1/2   day   Wednesday   proposed   schedule?   What   is   the   expected  
benefit   of   having   a   half   day   Wednesday,   vs.   a   full   day,   vs.   no   school   on   that   day?     Our   original   goal   was   to  
have   students   participate   in   in-person   instruction   for   a   full   five   days   but   I   feel   strongly   that   we   need   to   make  
certain   we   are   providing   time   for   teachers   to   plan,   receive   more   professional   development   about   effective   on-line  
learning   and   to   make   certain   that   they   are   receiving   the   social/emotional   support   they   need.    Many   of   our   teachers  
have   children   at   home,   are   caring   for   elderly   parents   and   grandparents   or   have   underlying   health   issues   of   their  
own.    Staff   meetings   are   on   Wednesday   afternoons,   so   with   that   extra   time   I   feel   we   can   meet   their   needs   in   a  
half   day.    With   regard   to   students,   I   want   to   offer   them   as   much   instruction   as   possible   and   minimize   the   disruption  
for   families.  
 
I   listened   to   the   school   board   meeting.   I   really   think   more   work   needs   to   be   done   on   this.   No   vote   should  
happen   until   a   hybrid   model   is   determined.   There   are   so   many   concerns   that   need   addressing.   We   need   a  
more   hybrid   option   with   more   flexibility.   We   need   to   be   able   to   flex   often   with   what’s   happening.   Our  
children’s   education   should   not   be   different   based   on   their   parents   not   feeling   comfortable   with   the  
school’s   handling   and   keeping   kids   home   to   stay   safe.   Classrooms   should   be   set   up   so   kids   get   the   same  
education   in   person   or   online.   If   kids   are   in   school   in   person,   other   kids   should   be   able   to   be   part   of   that  
class   virtual   at   the   same   time.   The   kids   should   be   able   to   function   as   one   regardless   if   they   are   there   in  
person.    Why   hasn’t   this   been   considered?   An   easing   in   period   is   necessary   too.     It   would   be   wonderful   if  
we   could   have   a   system   that   allowed   kids   to   get   the   same   educational   experience   on   line   as   they   would   in   the  



classroom.    A   model   that   would   allow   students   who   were   opting   for   distance   learning,   could   just   join   their  
classmates   in   class   everyday   from   their   homes.    At   the   moment,   we   are   not   able   to   offer   that   type   of   option.   We  
simply   do   not   have   the   staff   to   offer   online   learning   and   in-person   learning   at   the   same   time.    As   a   result,   we   are  
looking   into   other   on-line   providers   for   some   age   levels,   making   certain   that   students   attend   opportunities   like  
Advisory,   a   check   in   time   and   a   social   time   so   that   they   stay   connected   with   staff,   friends   and   the   rest   of   the  
school   community.  
 
All   kids   going   back   four   and   a   half   days   a   week   is   not   acceptable.   
 
These   meetings   are   not   happening   in   person   for   a   reason.   Because   it’s   not   safe.   Our   kids   should   not   be  
used   as   test   subjects.     I   understand   why   one   might   think   that   we   are   not   holding   public   meetings   or   allowing   the  
public   into   the   school   buildings   for   any   reason   because   it   is   unsafe.    The   Governor   and   the   Agency   of   Education  
have   been   very   clear,   however,   about   these   restrictions.    The   buildings   are   only   open   to   employees,   students   and  
contracted   service   providers.    They   are   in   place   to   help   us   make   certain   the   buildings   are   safe   when   we   invite  
students   back   in.    Having   members   of   the   public   in   the   building   creates   an   entirely   new   level   of   challenge   in  
keeping   the   buildings   clean.    I   hope   you   will   consider   our   on-line   CVSU   Academy   for   your   children.    Details   will   be  
out   soon.  
 
I   go   to   work   anywhere   from   0300   to   0500..   I   cannot   be   home   when   my   children   are   boarding   the   bus.  
(Usually   around   0600-0700   depending   if   mud   routes   are   in   place)   As   my   two   are   in   middle/high   school,  
can   they   be   screened/board   the   bus   without   me   present?     I   don’t   see   this   as   a   problem   if   you   are   comfortable  
with   your   children   going   back   to   an   empty   house.    If   either   of   your   children   do   not   pass   the   screening   they   will   not  
be   allowed   on   the   bus.    The   school   would   notify   you,   of   course,   if   this   were   to   happen.  
 
If   a   child   is   screened   out   and   must   return   home,   will   there   be   an   option   for   them   to   participate   remotely  
that   day   rather   than   have   an   absence?     That   is   our   intent.    In   some   cases   it   will   be   dependent,   of   course,   on  
how   well   a   child   is   feeling.    The   decision   would   also   be   influenced   by   whether   or   not   the   child   had   his   or   her  
device   at   home.  
 
 
 
 


